
J,iy A1 herton 
13385 Sparren Ave. 
San Dego, CA 92129 
July 211, 2000 

Thomas E. McSweeney 
U. S. Department of Transportation 
Federal Aviation Administration 
NPRM Docket No. FAA-2000-7623* r???zk 
400 Seventh Street, SW , Room Plaza 40 ; 
Washington, DC 20590 

Dear Mr. McSweeney, 

As an aviation maintenance technician in the U. S. Navy, and future civilian licensed 
mechanic, I propose that FAR Part 65.71(a) be revised to include a section for mechanics 
to pass a color vision test prior to certification. 

The colors green and red are highly used throughout all aircraft. It is vital that a 
technician be able to distinguish between colors, especially if they are working on 
systems that alert the aircrew to emergencies, such as engine fires. Most hard lines are 
color coded for ease of identification and the technician should be able to distinguish the 
difference between hydraulic lines and fuel lines. 
A technician that is color blind is a safety hazard not only while performing 

maintenance, but if the work is done wrong it poses a safety hazard to all who fly on that 
aircraft. 
I thank you for your consideration of this proposed revision. 

Ja$ Atherton 


